
CAIRNS, COOKTOWN 
AND PORT DOUGLAS 

 

10 Day Tour 
 

Departing: Wednesday 24 July 2019 
Returning: Friday 02 August 2019 

TOUR COST: 
 

$3,750.00 per person twin/double share 
$4,675.00 sole occupancy 

Please call the office for Direct Deposit details 

 



 
Day 1: (D): CANBERRA TO CAIRNS: Wednesday 24 July 2019 
Welcome aboard Potter Travel’s 10 day tour to Queensland, taking in Cairns, Cooktown and Port Douglas. Today we make our way to 
the Canberra airport for our flight through to Cairns. Upon arrival we are met by our local coach operator who will transfer us to our 
accommodation. We’ll get settled into our rooms and unpack for the next few nights. 
 

Novotel Oasis Hotel, Cairns | 07 4080 1888 
 
Day 2: (BD): TROPICAL RAINFOREST AND KURANDA VILLAGE:  Thursday 25 July 2019 
Today is all about being a part of the spectacular scenery that tropical North Queensland has to offer. This morning we make our way 
north on the Captain Cook Highway to the Skyrail Cableway terminal. Here we join a gondola that will take us across the rooftop of the 
tropical rainforest. Stretching 7.5kms along the rainforest canopy, the views are spectacular. Upon reaching the top of the range, the 
village of Kuranda is surrounded by world heritage listed rainforest and is a town full of arts and craft shops. We have time to enjoy a 
wander through the village and purchase some lunch. We then board the Kuranda Scenic Railway for our descent back to Cairns. 
Constructed between 1882 and 1891, the railway is considered an engineering feat of tremendous magnitude. Hundreds of men were 
employed to build the 15 handmade tunnels and 37 bridges that stand as a monument to the pioneers of tropical North Queensland. 
The train journey will also take us through the magnificent Barron Falls National Park and close to the Barron Falls. We are met on 
disembarkation and transferred back to our accommodation. 
 

Novotel Oasis Hotel, Cairns | 07 4080 1888 
 
Day 3: (BLD): ATHERTON TABLELANDS: Friday 26 July 2019 
We head to the Atherton Tablelands today, a rather unique area in North Queensland. The combination of its geographic location in the 
tropics, its pleasant climate and the volcanic activities have all shaped large parts of the landscape. Our first stop is to the Curtain Fig 
Tree with its curtain of aerial roots that drop 15 metres to the ground. Large basalt boulders cover the forest floor which is probably 
why the forest here wasn't cleared for farming - and why the curtain fig tree remains standing. We then head to Lake Barrine – a 
beautiful volcanic crater lake. We enjoy morning tea in the Tea House followed by a cruise on Lake Barrine. Next we make our way 
through to our lunch stop at Malanda’s Gallo Dairyland. Here we enjoy a talk on the cheese making, some cheese tasting and a lovely 
lunch overlooking the dairy farm. This afternoon we drive through the township of Atherton to Tolga to visit the Woodworks Gallery. 
This prestigious woodworking centre showcases a superb collection of Australian woodwork and craft. Timber furniture, collectable art 
pieces and functional wood ware are handcrafted in the adjoining studio. We will also see pieces in glass, steel, ceramics, leather and 
silk from Queensland’s finest artisans. From here we make our way back to Cairns and our hotel. 
 

Novotel Oasis Hotel, Cairns | 07 4080 1888 
 
Day 4: (BD): FREE DAY: Saturday 27 July 2019 
We have a totally free day today to relax, explore the town shops or do some personal sightseeing. Both half day and full day tours to 
Green Island and the outer Barrier Reef are available and the reception desk will be able to assist with this. We will meet up tonight for 
dinner and share our stories of the day. 
 

Novotel Oasis Hotel, Cairns | 07 4080 1888 
 
Day 5: (BLD): CAIRNS TO COOKTOWN: Sunday 28 July 2019 
We farewell our hosts this morning and begin the next leg of our journey.  From Cairns we join the Kennedy Highway that will wind us 
through the Kuranda Range. Once we are beyond Kuranda, the scenery changes to a dry eucalypt forest – a stark contrast to that of the 
tropical rainforest we just passed through. Onto Mareeba where we have time to visit Jaques Australian Coffee, as Mareeba is well 
known for its coffee plantations. Following a delightful morning tea we discover the world of coffee and how it is grown by taking a 
short self-guided tour.  Joining the Mulligan Highway we drive north to Mount Molloy, home of the Great Bowerbird. Mount Molloy 
originated as a copper mine in the 1890s and we will stop here today to have our picnic lunches. Our afternoon’s drive sees us travel via 
Lakeland then Black Mountain National Park, which we will stop at on our departure from Cooktown. Arriving into the old gold port of 
Cooktown, we check into our accommodation for the next 2 nights. 
 

The Sovereign Resort, Cooktown | 07 4043 0500 
 
Day 6: (BD): COOKTOWN: Monday 29 July 2019 
Cooktown is the northernmost town on the east coast of Australia and is situated at the mouth of the Endeavour River, on Cape York 
Peninsula. Settled by Captain Cook in 1770 when the Endeavour was beached, Cooktown became the second largest town in 
Queensland after the Palmer River goldrush. Cooktown played an important role during WWII when its airfield became a base for the 
war effort. During the Battle of the Coral Sea in 1942, some 20,000 Australian and American troops were stationed in and around the 
town. We are taken on a guided tour of town including a stop at Cook’s Landing located on the foreshore of the Endeavour River. This 
afternoon we visit the magnificent Botanical Gardens of 62 hectares established near the town in 1878. Over 200 biological specimens 
of this rich and diverse natural resource were identified and catalogued by Joseph Banks and Daniel Solander (part of the scientific team 
aboard the Endeavour). The final stop today is the James Cook Museum. It was originally a Roman Catholic Convent that fell into 
disrepair, erected as the Convent of St Mary during 1889, it was the first high school in North Queensland. The convent staff  



 
 
and teachers were evacuated during WWII and never returned. Undergoing major restoration in 1969, it was officially opened by 
Queen Elizabeth II when she visited in 1970 for its bicentenary celebrations. Many of its interesting artefacts includes the remains of 
the tree claimed to have been where Cook secured the damaged Endeavour to begin her repair. The vessel became ship worthy by the 
British officers and crew over a period of 7 weeks before resuming their voyage of discovery. One of the cannon’s recovered from the 
site of Cook’s collision with the Great Barrier Reef is also on display.  Our very interesting day complete, we return to our 
accommodation for dinner. 
 

The Sovereign Resort, Cooktown | 07 4043 0500 
 
Day 7: (BD): COOKTOWN TO PORT DOUGLAS:  Tuesday 30 July 2019 
We farewell our hosts this morning and re-board our coach for the drive to Port Douglas. We’ll stop at the mysterious Black Mountain 
lookout which, from a distance, looks like a solid monolith of black but on closer inspection are a jumble of enormous granite boulders, 
many of which measure up to 20 feet long. From here we continue through to Mount Molloy. This afternoon’s drive takes us on a 
scenic descent from Julatten to our destination of Port Douglas. This former fishing village became a tourist mecca when Christopher 
Skase invested in the area and built the Sheraton Mirage. Its close proximity to the world heritage listed Great Barrier Reef and the wet 
tropics forests of the Daintree has transformed this small village into one of Australia’s most popular destinations. Checking into our 
accommodation, we can settle into our rooms and relax prior to dinner. 
 

Ramada Resort, Port Douglas | 07 4030 4333 
 
Day 8: (BLD): PORT DOUGLAS: Wednesday 31 July 2019 
This morning we are treated to one of Queensland’s best tropical breakfast buffets while delighting in the cacophony of sounds and 
colours of birds at the Wildlife Habitat. The birds wander freely amongst us as we eat our breakfast! Following our meal we take a tour 
through the lush tranquil environment of the rainforest and the wetlands where an array of wading birds can be viewed foraging for 
fish in waterways that wind between the boardwalks and beside pathways. Next we join the historic Bally Hooley Rail that began life 
being operated by the Mossman Sugar Mill. It is a fun, short ride that takes us from the Marina Station to St Crispin ’s Station. We 
disembark and enjoy a light lunch on the lagoon. Returning to the marina, we take the opportunity to wander along Macrossan Street 
to see the many lovely shops before our coach collects us for the transfer back to the hotel. 
 

Ramada Resort, Port Douglas | 07 4030 4333 
 
Day 9: (BLD): THE DAINTREE AND MOSSMAN GORGE: Thursday 01 August 2019 
This morning we head north to the Daintree Rainforest, a region mostly untouched and in pristine condition. Arriving at the departure 
point of our Daintree River Cruise, we stroll through gardens to board the vessel for an informative one hour wildlife cruise. We’ll be on 
the lookout for birds, tree snakes and, of course, crocodiles. After our cruise we have time to look through the souvenir collection or 
meander through the lush tropical garden, then retrace our steps to the tiny village of Mossman. Here we visit breathtaking Mossman 
Gorge. The gorge forms the southern sector of the world heritage listed Daintree Rainforest, the last remnant of the oldest surviving 
rainforest in the world. The area has one of the most ancient ecosystems on earth where more than 18,000 known plant species exist, 
some trees being more than 2,500 years old. We’ll have lunch at the Mossman Gorge Centre then take a look at the gorge. Our day 
complete we return to Port Douglas and our resort. 
 

Ramada Resort, Port Douglas | 07 4030 4333 
 
Day 10: (B): PORT DOUGLAS TO CANBERRA: Friday 02 August 2019 
Making our way back to Cairns this morning, we prepare for our return flights to Canberra. We farewell our new friend and coach 
captain at the airport and begin our trip home. We arrive back later this afternoon with fond memories of a wonderful tour to tropical 
North Queensland. 

 



DEPOSIT is required within 14 days of booking confirming your reservation. If no deposit is received, Potter Travel reserves the right to cancel the booking. 
Deposit is $350.00 per person; this includes an airline deposit of $55.00 which is non refundable after Wed 22 May 2019. 
  
FINAL PAYMENT: WEDNESDAY 22 MAY 2019 
 
CANCELLATION TERMS & CONDITIONS: 

Reservations that are cancelled prior to WED 22 MAY 2019: Full refund of deposit less $50.00 administration fee & $55.00 airfare deposit. 
Reservations that are cancelled on or after WED 22 MAY 2019 and prior to WED 19 JUNE 2019: loss of 25% of total tour cost. 
Reservations that are cancelled on or after WED 19 JUNE 2019 and prior to WED 10 JULY 2019: loss of 50% of total tour cost. 
Reservations that are cancelled on or after WED 10 JULY 2019: loss of 100% of total tour cost. 
 

The $50.00 Potter Travel administration fee only occurs when a refund cheque is issued.  There is no administration fee for funds transferred to another Potter 
Travel tour.  No shows on day of departure or cancellations whilst on tour will be charged a 100% cancellation fee.  Where Potter Travel cancels the tour as a 
result of insufficient numbers or due to reasons within Potter Travel's control, a full refund of any monies paid at the time of cancellation will be given. 
 
The operation of the tour is subject to minimum numbers.  Once inside the final payment date if your cancellation affects our minimum group numbers, Potter 
Travel reserves the right to impose further cancellation fees in addition to those noted above. Potter Travel reserves the right to pass on any additional fees or 
surcharges imposed by the airlines or wholesaler with or without notice. 
 
Tour Includes: Dinner, bed and breakfast accommodation at the Hotels mentioned in the Itinerary, some lunches, morning and/or afternoon tea supplied from 
the coach, entry fees and/or guided tours to all attractions as mentioned in the itinerary, tickets to shows (if applicable), luxury coach travel and GST. 
Meals are stated in the itinerary as B = Breakfast, L = Lunch and D = Dinner. 
 
Not Included: Alcoholic beverages or other drinks (except wine tasting), meals not specified, room service, telephone calls, some morning/afternoon teas or any 
items of a personal nature. 
 
Forced Singles are not permitted on our tours. If you wish to twin share you will need to organise your own travelling companion, otherwise single supplement is 
payable. 
 
Potter Travel recommends that Travel Insurance be taken to protect against unforeseen circumstances. Travel Insurance is available through Potter Travel. 
 
Potter Travel reserves the right to alter itineraries without notice due to weather, road conditions or any other reason which is seen to be in the best interest of 
passengers travelling. The price is subject to any changes imposed by other tour operators and carriers included in the itinerary. The operation and 
provision of services from other tour operators and carriers included in the itinerary is the responsibility of these operators and no responsibility is taken by Potter 
Travel for the failure of such operators to provide the nominated service. 
 
No guarantees will be given as to the exact arrival and departure times for carriers and operators used by Potter Travel. Drop offs may be in the opposite 
direction to the pickups depending on the touring route taken. 
 
Daily seat rotation will take place on all extended tours, which all travellers must participate in as a condition of booking.  Passengers suffering from motion 
sickness are advised to take the necessary precautions as seat rotation is compulsory. 
 
Potter Travel accepts no responsibility for damage, loss of personal belongings or liability for delays, accidents, injury, irregularity or damage caused by other 
transport companies used for connecting tours operated by this company.  Potter Travel reserves the right to cancel or postpone the tour due to insufficient 
numbers or as the result of circumstances outside the company’s control. 
 
Participation or inclusion in a photo taken by a Potter Travel staff member whilst on any of our tours, indicates that you are giving us the right to publish any such 
photos on our website or Facebook page for promotional purposes. 
 
Potter Travel will be charging the *1.03% merchant fee on all credit card transactions, as the banking industry imposes a broad range of fees and merchant 
charges to businesses. The charges will apply for partial or full payments by credit card.  Cash, Cheque, Money Order and Eftpos payments will NOT incur any 
additional charges.  *Subject to change, in accordance with National Australia Bank Flexipay Merchant Fees. 
 
Where tours are fully booked any future enquiries will be put onto a waitlist and as cancellations occur the person at the top of the waitlist will be contacted first 
and offered the seat followed by the second, the third and so on.  In the instance that you are unable to be contacted on a daytime telephone number, the seat 
will be offered to the next person on the waitlist. 
 

You must be able to embark and disembark the coach unaided to travel on a Potter Travel tour.  Your deposit and final payment on our 
tour is acknowledgement that you have read and understood the booking terms and conditions as mentioned above. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

RESERVATIONS AND ENQUIRIES 

POTTER TRAVEL 
PH: (02) 6297 8585 

PO Box 37, Queanbeyan, NSW, 2620 
1 Silva Avenue, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 

Email:  tours@pottertravel.com.au  Web:  www.pottertravel.com.au 
Friends in Travel trading as Potter Travel                            ABN 96 639 726 295 

Tour reference for Direct 
Deposits: Surname  + 

P11146 


