
Lightning Ridge 

AND Moree 
 

8 DAY TOUR 
Departing:  Thursday 15 July 2021 
Returning:  Thursday 22 July 2021 

TOUR COST: 
$2595.00 per person Twin/Double Share 

$3005.00 Sole Occupancy 
Please call the office for Direct Deposit details.  



 

Day 1: (D) CANBERRA TO DUBBO: Thursday 15 July 2021 
With our bags packed, we load the coach and begin our outback journey to Lightning Ridge. Beyond 
the well-worn bitumen is the amazing town of Lightning Ridge, where black opal lies waiting to be 
unearthed. We will meet some of the colourful characters that this area draws in, looking to prosper in 
this bountiful yet rugged countryside. Our first overnight stop is in Dubbo, where we settle into our 
rooms and refresh prior to dinner. 
 
Golden West Motor Inn, Dubbo | 02 6882 2822 
 
Day 2: (BLD) EXPLORING LIGHTNING RIDGE: Friday 16 July 2021 
Delving further into the rugged outback we take a break in Gilgandra, home of the famous Coo-ee 
recruiting march of World War I. Travelling via Gulargambone, Coonamble and Walgett our approach 
to Lightning Ridge is emphasised when we see Stanley, the Big Bird. Created by local artist John 
Murray, Stanley is an 18 metre tall emu made from scrap metal, old Volkswagen bodies and the odd 
discarded satellite dish. In classic waste to art fashion, everything has been scavenged. The bulk of the 
materials were sourced by Stan Single, who donated the massive steel legs from the demolished 
Dubbo police station, as well as finding most of the VW bodies and parts. Lunch will be a bit different as 
we set up and enjoy a picnic in the park. Afterwards a local resident and expert on all things Lightning 
Ridge joins us for the afternoon of sharing the town’s history and stories. We’ll be intrigued by the 
fascinating passing landmarks such as Amigos Castle (a huge Italian-style castle built by one man), 
the Bore Baths and Coopers Cottage. This miner’s camp is an authentic display of early pioneer 
living! We also have time to drop in at the Cactus Farm. Now encompassing two passionate 
generations, this large cactus nursery has hundreds of varieties grown from seeds collected from 
around the world. We unpack at our motel for the next three nights. 
 
Wallangulla Motel, Lightning Ridge | 02 6829 0542 / 1800 247 376 
 
Day 3: (BD) SCULPTURES AND ART:  Saturday 17 July 2021 
This morning we experience an underground mine. The Opal Mine Adventure is a walk-in mine where 
we’ll learn how they go about mining for opal and see the final product in the showroom. Next is a visit 
to the John Murray Art Gallery. Wandering around the gallery, John’s artistic talent becomes apparent 
with his pieces filled with light and humour. It’s clear he likes to make people smile with his creations! 
Enjoy a wander in the main street and purchase some lunch before our afternoon’s touring. Chambers 
of the Black Hand is an underground gallery with works carved and painted into the walls by the local 
artist, Ron Canlin. He has created amazing paintings and sculptures such as the Last Supper, 
Archangel Gabriel and the Chinese Terracotta Warriors with new works coming on line all the time.  
Rounding out our day, we meet our local opal expert at the Opal Cave. He will tell us how the opal is 
cut and polished. 
 
Wallangulla Motel, Lightning Ridge | 02 6829 0542 / 1800 247 376 
 
Day 4: (BLD) EXPLORING THE GRAWIN: Sunday 18 July 2021 
With our local expert again joining us we head out to The Grawin, a group of opal fields that are made 
up of Grawin, Glengarry, Sheepyard and Mulga Rush. It was at Grawin that the largest opal ‘Light of the 
World’ was found. We’ll also experience the delights of the Glengarry Hilton pub which is our lunch 
venue today. It is a welcoming place that will treat us like locals. After such an interesting day, we head 
back to ‘the Ridge’ and relax prior to dinner. 
 
** Please Note: today’s touring to The Grawin depends on local weather and road conditions** 
 
Wallangulla Motel, Lightning Ridge | 02 6829 0542 / 1800 247 376 

PICK UP TIMES: 
 

7.10am  Crawford Street, Queanbeyan  7.50am West Row Bus Stop, City 
7.30am Bay 1, Woden Interchange     8.00am Riggall Place, Lyneham  



 
Day 5: (BLD) LIGHTNING RIDGE TO MOREE: Monday 19 July 2021 
Departing Lightning Ridge we drive to our next destination of Moree. After our picnic lunches we’ll 
spend the afternoon getting to know the quaint country town with our local guide, highlighting the 
impressive historical buildings as well as its cultural background. Depending on the region ’s rainfall, 
we’ll also see a major agriculture product produced in the area—cotton. Be guided around one of the 
many cotton farms where the cotton is picked and packed ready for transportation to the cotton gin. 
Here you will witness the raw cotton being cleaned and packaged for export. We then finish the day 
back at our hotel. 
 
Artesian Spa Motor Inn, Moree | 02 6752 2466 
 
Day 6: (BLD) PECANS: Tuesday 20 July 2021 
This morning we discover another of the region’s agricultural successes—pecan farming. Visiting the 
southern hemisphere’s largest plantation, we will hear how one man’s dream of creating the first 
commercial pecan operation came into fruition and taste for ourselves why this exotic nut is so sought-
after. In town we enjoy our lunch at the Moree Services Club before a free afternoon to relax at the 
Moree Artesian Aquatic Centre. Not only are the waters good for health problems but also for those 
seeking relief from normal aches and pains. In each hot pool there are spray massage outlets as well 
as underwater spa jets. The Moree Artesian Bore has a natural temperature of 41 degrees celsius. 
From here we return to our hotel feeling revitalised and ready for dinner. 
 
Artesian Spa Motor Inn, Moree | 02 6752 2466 
 
Day 7: (BLD) MOREE TO BRISBANE: Wednesday 21 July 2021 
Our destination is the coast today, making our way first to the border town of Goondiwindi. This vibrant 
rural town is the heart of the region, surrounded by cotton and wheat crops. Travelling via Warwick, 
we’ll break for our picnic lunches before the changing countryside of crops and farms becomes the 
outer suburbs of Brisbane.  Our overnight stay is in the heritage area of Spring Hill. 
 
Pacific Hotel, Brisbane  | 07 3831 6177 
 
Day 8: (B) BRISBANE TO HOME: Thursday 22 July 2021 
An easy morning begins with a look around the city. A local expert will guide us through this fast-
growing capital city with stories about its historic colonial buildings and changing skyline. With time to 
explore the city centre and purchase lunch, we head to the airport. Our flight returns us to Canberra 
(flight times to be advised) with long-lasting memories of our outback holiday. 



Detailed Terms and Conditions as they apply to all tours operated by Potter Travel can be viewed at www.pottertravel.com.au/terms-conditions.  Additional 
details as they apply to this tour are listed below and should be read in conjunction with the above reference.  
 

DEPOSIT: is required within 14 days of a verbal or written confirmation of your reservation. If no deposit is received, Potter Travel reserves the right to cancel the 
booking.  The deposit for this tour is $250.00 per person.  Online Direct Debit transactions must include the following reference: Surname + P12021R 
 

FINAL PAYMENT:  FRIDAY 12 MAY 2021.  Online Direct Debit transactions must include the following reference: Surname + P12021R 
 

CANCELLATION BY YOU: 
 

You may cancel your booking by giving written notice to us or calling our reservation team. Cancellation fees and charges will be levied as follows irrespective of 
when notice of cancellation is received:  
 

1. any amounts we have paid or have contractually committed to pay to third parties to deliver your travel arrangements that we cannot reasonably recover 
(for example payments made or due to hotels, airlines, cruise companies, tour wholesalers);  

 

2. where we operate any of the services included in your travel arrangements (for example, coach travel), a reasonable amount attributable to such services 
which we determine we cannot resell; 

 

3. a fee which is the greater of the deposit and 20% of the booking value to compensate us for work performed up until the time of cancellation; 
 

4. a fee not greater than 5% of the booking value to compensate us for processing the cancellation and any associated refund.  
 

Cancellation fees and charges will not exceed payments received by us at the time of cancellation. If after the application o f these fees and charges there is a 
surplus of payments you have made to us, we will refund this to you within a reasonable time.  You agree that these cancellation fees and charges are 
reasonable and required to protect our legitimate business interests. Any payments we have made to third parties will only be refunded to you once we have 
deducted the above cancellation fees and charges and once we have actually recovered the amounts from the third parties. We w ill use reasonable endeavours 

to recover third party payments, but we make no guarantee that we will be able to make recoveries.   
 

The operation of the tour is subject to minimum numbers. Potter Travel reserves the right to pass on any additional fees or s urcharges imposed by the airlines or 
wholesaler with or without notice.  Potter Travel reserves the right to alter itineraries without notice due to weather, road conditions or any other reason whic h is 

seen to be in the best interest of passengers travelling. The operation and provision of services from other tour operators and carriers included in the itinerary is 
the responsibility of these operators and no responsibility is taken by Potter Travel for the failure of such operators to provide the nominated service. No 
guarantees will be given as to the exact arrival and departure times for carriers and operators used by Potter Travel. Drop offs may be in the opposite direction to 
the pickups depending on the touring route taken.  
 

Tour Includes: one-way economy airfare from Brisbane to Canberra, meals and accommodation at the hotels as mentioned in the Itinerary, some l unches and 
morning or afternoon tea supplied from the coach, entry fees and/or guided tours to attractions as mentioned in the itinerary , tickets to shows (if applicable), 
luxury coach travel and GST. Meals are stated in the itinerary as B = Breakfast, L = Lunch and D = Dinner.  Not Included: Alcoholic beverages or other drinks 
(except wine tasting), meals not specified, room service, telephone calls, some morning/afternoon teas or any items of a personal nature. 
 

We do not cater for forced singles on our tours. If you wish to twin share you will need to organize your own travelling companion, otherwise the sole occupancy 
fare applies. 
 

Potter Travel recommends that Travel Insurance be taken to protect against unforeseen circumstances. Travel Insurance is avai lable through Potter Travel. 
 

Daily seat rotation will take place on all extended tours, which all travellers must participate in as a condition of booking.  Passengers suffer ing from motion 

sickness are advised to take the necessary precautions as seat rotation is compulsory.  
 

Potter Travel accepts no responsibility for damage, loss of personal belongings or liability for delays, accidents, injury, i rregularity or damage caused by other 
transport companies used for connecting tours operated by this company.  Potter Travel reserves the right to cancel or postpone the tour due to insufficient 

numbers or as the result of circumstances outside the company’s control. 
 

Participation or inclusion in a photo taken by a Potter Travel staff member whilst on any of our tours, indicates that you ar e giving us the right to publish any such 
photos on our website or Facebook page for promotional purposes.  You must be able to embark and disembark the coach unaided to travel on a Potter Travel 

tour.  Your deposit and final payment on our tour is acknowledgement that you have read and understood the booking terms and conditions as mentioned above 
and at www.pottertravel.com.au/terms-conditions  
 

Potter Travel will be charging the *1.03% merchant fee on all credit card transactions, as the banking industry imposes a bro ad range of fees and merchant 

charges to businesses. The charges will apply for partial or full payments by credit card.  Cash, Cheque, Money Order and Eft pos payments will NOT incur any 
additional charges.  *Subject to change, in accordance with National Australia Bank Flexipay Merchant Fees.   
 

Where tours are fully booked any future enquiries will be put onto a waitlist and as cancellations occur the person at the top of the waitlist will be contacted first 

and offered the seat. If you are unable to be contacted on a daytime telephone number, the seat will be offered to the next p erson on the waitlist. 
 

Potter Travel has completed the Covid-19 Safety Plan and we are registered as a Covid Safe Business with the NSW Government  to help protect 
our staff and customers. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

RESERVATIONS AND ENQUIRIES 

POTTER TRAVEL, PH: (02) 6297 8585 
 

PO Box 37, Queanbeyan, NSW, 2620 
1 Silva Avenue, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 

Email:  tours@pottertravel.com.au  Web:  www.pottertravel.com.au 
Friends in Travel trading as Potter Travel                ABN 96 639 726 295 

http://www.pottertravel.com.au/terms-conditions
http://www.pottertravel.com.au/terms-conditions

